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J TAKE IT, VERMIN 
Æ VENUS THE MYSTIC 
N MY 


YOU HAVEN'T 
ESCAPED YET, 
WHITE ZERO? 
YOUR POOM 
IS AT HAND’ 


7 


É TA 
l 
(E 


System OF ITS „A 
GRAVES: j 


PASS 


YOU'LL PAY PEARLY FOR 
THIS; WHITE ZERO/ -- THE 
BEAUTIFUL PRINCESS ADORA 

IS IN MY HANỌS/ 


IAN 
ITOR; 


ÍT /S_EVER SO IN THE WORLD OF THE ADVENTURE 
HUNGRY.” EVIL MUST BE CONQUERED AT ANY 
COST, JUSTICE; METED OUT IN FULL MEASURE ; 
LEAVES NO COUSTS THAT LIFE 18 BALANCED. 
ANP SECURE 


MAHAHAH! OEATH MASTER 
ALWAYS HAS À TRUMP 
CARD TO PLAY’ WHEN YOL 
DESTROYED THE HOLOCAUST 
BOMB , YOU LOST THE ONE 
DEAREST TO YOUR HEART/ 


GALACTIC 
FIEND! YOU 
HAVEN'T 
WON, YET! 


BUT, EVEN IN THE DIMENSION OF THE FANTASTIC, 

FATE |S PRESENT; WITH! ITS SHARE OF SUR- 

PRISES: THE SUPERHERO WHO CALLS HIMSELF 
WHITE ZERO HALTS HIS HEADLONG RUSH 
7O CONFRONT THE UNEXPECTED 


W-WHAT IN 
BLAZES IŞ. 
f 


THE RACE AGAINST TIME 1S IMEWITABLE. EACH 
HERO STRAINS HIS EVERY FACULTY TO 
EFFECT THE LAST MINUTE RESCUE s.s 

IT 16 A TIME-HONORED TRADITIO; 


7 
Y 


MY MYSTIC WHITE 
ZERO SHALL LEAD 
ME TO THE VILLAINS 


1 MUST 
ARRIVE IN SE 
TIME TO 
SAVE THE 
PRINCESS/ 


SE THERE 1S A SCENARIO SOMEWHERE WiilCii 
GOVERNS THE APPEARANCE OF THE MONOLITH 
/T CANNOT BE FOUND ON EARTH., A GENUINE 

ALIEN INTELLIGENCE HAS BRIDGED SPACE 
AND TIME TO HOVER INSCRUTABLY IN A 
PLACE OF FANTASY, s. 


THE WHITE ZERO 'S HEAD BLUZZES WITH GUES- 
TIONS, HE KNOWS THAT THE SCALE MODEL 
OF THE MONOLITH WHOSE MYSTERIOUS 
APPEARANCES IN THE PAST HAVE BEEN 
RECORDED, (S SUPPOSED TO BE ON DISPLAY 
AT THE SMITHSONIAN MUSEUM. BUT, WHAT 
15 IT DOING maner ow WAS (T AROUOHT 
fi HERI 


I-IT'S THE ZEAL 
THING? I-I JUST 

KNOW IT I5/ MERE 
CONTACT WITH IT 
TELLS ME SO/. 


lEVER BEFORE HAS THE YOUNG MAN BEEN SO 
AWARE. NEVER BEFORE HAS THE ESSENCE 


THE NITE ZERO /8 UNABLE TO STOP 

MIS SLICE TOWARO THE UNKNOWNS 

HE (S SHOT LIKE A BULLET THROUGH 

A MAZE OF PASSAGES Whi/CH 
BECKON HIM TO DIEI 


"MERE CONTACT! UNDERSTATES THE 


SWALLOW THE 
TIGER! 


BROU Eni 
F00L/ YOU CHOSE TO 
DEFY ME/--AND RUSHED &| VERY CLEVER, 
INTO A TRAP! DEATH MASTER/ 
WE SHALL SEE IF 
£ THE FOX CAN 


PEATH /S NOT FOR THE QUICKS 


THE MISSILES 
MAITING FOR 


nmi |/ 
D 


STA 


MY HOSTAGE AND I WILL BE Y TPE METHOD VARIES--BUT THE FORMAT NEVER 
LIGHT YEARS FROM HERE -- PM A i CHANGES. A VILLAIN MUST PAY FOR HIS 
IN ANOTHER FIVE y a S, 

SECONDS’ 


K 
LA % 
A IRNS 


HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE ENOS (N TRIUMPH! 
IT J8 THE MOMENT OF REWARD FOR THE 
BUSINESS OF SUPER-HEROIC 


TUE WHITE ZERO ANGRILY PRESSES 
A WALL VIDEO BUTTON, AND -= 


TECHNICAL DIVISION += 
1 EVERYTHING OKAY? 


JOTHING MUST- GO WRONG! NOT FOR THE 
BELIEVER! FOR HIM, THE SLIGHTEST 
DEVIATION EROM THE SUPERHERO SAGA 
75 AN EMOTIONAL TRAUMA, 


I-I THOUGHT 
ER 


WHAT'S THE YOU SAID THE RIGHT 
MATTER? DIDN'T I \ LINES --BUT YOU'RE 
SPEAK MY LINES THE WRONG 
CORRECTLY? á = PRINCESS! 


YOU DUM-PUMS BLEW 
1T, THAT'S WHAT! GET 
ME THE MANAGER! 


WHEN THE MANAGER'S IMAGE APPEARS... 


SURET iow AlouT, IT; u 
HE MODEL WG HI ni 
COULON'T MAKE IT/ $O--' oak ZA 

3 THE DOOR TO THE 
$ ag DZ K (04H “DRESSING ROOMS 
b= K í Á 7 IS STRAIGHT 


HEAD, SIR... S 


WHAT I FEEL |$ HE MUST'VE 
NONE OF YOUR GOOFED YB: 
BUSINESS! AAYBE EFD 
E Ri F 


WAS IT, CHUM? 
I'LL BET YOU 
FEEL TEM 
FEET TALL! 


f MAN, IF YOU CAN'T MAKE IT 
COMICSILLE , YOU MAY AS 
WELL TRY KNITTING SWEATERS, 


SENP A HAM 
ON RYE TO THIS 
HAHAHAH =/ y g ROOM -- OKAY ? A 
HE SOUNDS > 
S f; f f 
/ GROW Nn y; 
f i| 


V PREDICTABLE SADNESS OVERTAKES THE 
WHITE ZERO, IN THE TINY CUBICLE SUPPLIED 

TO HIM BY THE MANAGEMENT OF COMICSVILLE, 

HE PREPARES TO RE:ENTER THE SMALLER CORNER 
OF SOCIETY THAT HE OCCUPIES .. 


F YOU/VE HAD IT, WHITE zeko. 
WE'RE JUST MOF MAPE FOR 
EACH OTHER., . 


IM THE PROPRIETOR, MISTER 
NORTON, I KNOW ABOUT THE 
PROBLEM, BUT IF YOU'RE THINKING 
ABOUT A REFUND OF APMISSJON 
FEES, YOU MUST BE REMINDED 
THAT THE CONTRACT YOU SIGNED 
MAKES NO MENTION 

OF À SPECIFIC 
GIRL FOR YOUR 
SUPER-HERO 
SEQUENCE 


WHY DON'T YOU JOIN THANKS FOR 
THE SPACE PROGRAMI THE ADVICE., IT'LL 


SEND YOU A WIRE 
AS SOON AS I 
LANO ON PLUTO? 


YOU SEEM FIT/ THEY 

MEED GOOD MEN 

TO EXPLORE THE 
PLANETS! 


FOR SOME PEOPLE IN THE VEAR 2040 A.D. 
ART OF SUBSTITUTION DOESN'T WORKS WHITE 
ZEROS HELMET AND HEROIC FOAM RUBBER 
FACE ARE REMOVED AS ONE PIECE., REALITY 
EY NORTON HAVE RETURNED... 


IN THE DOORS 


ATHE KNOB! 


I-I DON'T UNDERSTAND -* 
WE MAKEN'T GOT A 
MONOLITH? -= BUT, IF 
YOU SAY 50, I 

WON'T ARGUE 

THE POINT? 


BUT WES/; 
TO TAKE THE 


ONEENS 


SEA 


Hare NORTON DISCARDS THE HOLLOW 
GLAMOUR OF THE WHITE ZERO AND ONCE 
etag FACES THE DRAG REALITY OF WIS 


XI STENGE, 
ANP AS COMICS- 

VILLE SINKS INTO 
(TS OWN PRETENSE, 
WE SAY HELLO 
TO THE CHEERY, 
BUSTLING, 
EVER-GROWING 
METROPOLITAN 
CITY OF 
NEW YORKI 


Wew YORK, LIKE Ael LARGE CITIES OF THE| 
YEAR 2040 A.D., 15 A VAST COMMUNITY 
SHELTERED BY AN ASTROPOME , IT 15 A 


GREAT SHOPPING MALL) STRETCHING FOR 

ENDLESS MILES -- AND HARVEY NORTON /S 

NOW JUST ANOTHER MOTE AMONG THE 
SHUFFLING MASSES.. , 


I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT PROMPTED ME 
TO TAKE A FLING 

E! AT THAT 
tWE-ACTION 
HERO MILL’ 


AT ANY RATE, I 
WASN'T THE ONLY 
FOOL IN THE PLACE! 


THE AUTOMATED SUBWAYS ARE EFFICIENT, AND| |SMOG 15 THE MASTER "OUTSIDE", YEARS OF 
AS ALWAYS; OVERCROWDED AND OVERUSED, APATHY HAVE ALLOWED IT TO THICKEN UNTIL 
THE AUTOMOBILE HAS BEEN SCRAPPED, ONLY 4T REMAINS 


TO FOUL THE AIR FOR CENTURIES 
POLITICIANS BUY THE FEW THAT ARE LEFT -- TO COME, HARVEY SEES [T _FROM THE WINE 
AS SYMBOLS OF PRESTIGE.. , 


DOWS OF HIS TRAIN. HE SEES IT ROTTING 
THE STRUCTURES IN THE ABANDONED DISTRICTS. 
HE ACCEPTS IT LIKE ALl THE OTHERS s., 


n 


na 
Te 


ni 


a AA 


TRANS-CITY LINE ny 
KA 
A : ) 


MARVEY FINALLY REACHES THE 
HOUSING AREA, A MASSIVE 
COMPLEX IN WHICH MLLIONS 


h 


E, FOR A SINGLE MAN, I5 SMALL BUT COM- 
FORTABLE. HARVEY CHECKS OUT THE ROW OF 
FOOD IN HIS MINI-MARKET AND CHOOSES 

MIS DINNER». 


I WONDER WHAT THIS 
WORLD WOULD PO IF THEY 
ELIMINATEP SUNDAYS ,., 
I'D SURE FEEL LOW IF I 
HAP TO GO WORK 
TOMORROW 


MOLOGRAM BOXES ARE THE OFFSPRING OF 
TELEVISION, CASSETTE FILM 15 TRANSLATED 
NTO AMUSING THREE DIMENSIONAL WSVALS,.. 


YOUR POWER 
SWORD WON'T 
STOP ME’ 


THIS NEW SERIAL |5 
GREAT: 1 MUST RENEW 
THE RENTAL ON IT 


i) RECKLESS 


MTE 
ANEA 


I'LL HEAD FOR 
THE BEACH! 


MEALS ARE COMMERCIALLY PLANNED AND 
HEATED BY DIAL UNITS WICH ARE PART OF 
THE PACKAGE.» . 


THAT REMINDS ME OF 
THE MEW GIRL AT THE 
OFFICE, I MEANT TO 
ASK HER FOR A DATE, 
BUT PASSED HER UP 
FOR THAT FIASCO IN 
COMICSVILLE / 


IARVEY LATER ALLOWS HIMSELF THE LUXURY 
INHALING A CYLINDER OF FRESH AIR, 


HE FOLLOWING DAY, HARVEY IS AMONG THOSE 
WHO ROCK TO THE PUBLIC BEACH ON LONG 
ISLAND, IT 15 INVIGORATING TO SWIM IN THE 
COOL RECYCLED WATER... 


MARVEY WANDERS TO THE FARTHEST EDGE OF 
THE BEACH. THE HORIZON 1S AN OVERWHELMING 
MARVEL THAT FILLS HIM WITH A SENSE OF 
FREEDOM BEYOND HIS EXPERIENCE . n. 


1-/T°S NOT REAL! ITS FILM AND Y 
ITS WAVE MACHINES 
ISTIC SAND! 


I-IM A CAPTIVE -- IN 
A MAN MADE CAGE 
OF ILLUSIONS -- A 
WORLD - WIDE 
GOCREEE 


--WHICH HAS 
LESS SUBSTANCE 
THAN MY OWN 
DREAM. 


QESPITE THE CROWD, THERE (S A FEELING OF 
SPACE HERE, THE SKÝ 15 BRIGHT AND UNBOUNDED) 
SEA BIRDS WHEEL IN THE ENDLESS BLUE. 

THE CLOUDS ARE IMMACULATE AND HANG 
LIKE WHITE LEPTIN ABOVE THE CALM 
WATERS . 


UT, IT'S ALL A MIRAGE! -- JUST 
ANOTHER HOLOGRAM PROJECTED ON 
THE LARGE WALLS THAT ENCLOSE 
THE BEACH--AND HARVEY'S LIFE. 


ÍT /S A TIME FOR LENGTHY REFLECTIO 
LONG AFTER THE CROWD THINS OUT, HARVEY 
REMAINS IN THE ARTIFICIAL TWILIGHT. 


Ci 
HADES--AND 
NOT WITHOUT 


RENEWAL OF LIFE... EITEAN 
aana 


THIS THING IS TRULY 
FROM THE STARS--THE VAST 
UNEXPLORED UNIVERSE’ 


SO, I HAVE A CHOICE, AFTER 


ALL/ THE QUESTION I$: DO I 


HAVE THE GUTS TO RISK THÈ 
PERILS OF PEEP SPACE ? 


ORE FANTASTIC THAN THE MOST IMAGINATIVE 
GIMMICK IN THIS MOCK ENVIRONMENT ; THE 
MONOLITH 1S ITS OWN EXPLANATION ==-IT 1S 

AND REAL TO THE TOUCH.. 


TE UNEXPLORED UNIVERSE, THE LAST 

FRONTIER OF REALITY -- BOUNDLESS ROOM 

FOR ONE MAN'S EXPANDING SPIRIT, THE 

MONOLITH FADES IN A BRIGHT FLASH.” =- 

BUT LEAVES 175 MESSAGE IN HARVEY'S 
ARAIN». » 


DETERMINED, FIT AND QUALIFIED, HARVEY 
DOES /T; HE BECOMES A TRAINEE IN THE 
SPACE PROGRAMS IN TWO YEARS HE STANDS 
IN ORBIT-- 1/000 MILES ABOVE THE 
PLANET NEPTUNE... 


BRING IT |l 


x w 
"~N STANDING BY. 


WE’VE STRUCK A 
BONANZA, NORTON! 
THIS IS AN ALIEN 
CAPSULE’ I'M CONFIDENT 
THAT IT DRIFTED 

INTO OUR SOLAR 


F A HE WON'T/ 
Csa} -NOT wHiLE 
í HARVEY NORTON’S 
HE L ON THE JOB; 
S A 


YOUR CURIOSITY 

UNTIL WE CAN 

EXAMINE IT -- 
UNDER 


DWAEN HARVEY SECURES THE OBJECT TO THEIR 
SPACECRAFT... 


THERE'S AN INSCRIPTION 
ON ITS HULL -- CARVED IN A 
LANGUAGE I'VE NEVER 
SEEN ON EARTH’ 


WO SIREN CALL EVER OREW ANY MAN AS 
STRONGLY AS THIS STRANGELY MOLDED 
METAL CONTÀINER, NORTON ATTRIBUTES IT 
TO HIS FASCINATION WITH THE UNKNOWN. 
STILL; HE OBEYS ORDERS AND HELPS TO 
GET THE WORK DONE... 


WE'LL LOWER IT INTO 

H HATCH FOUR. THE 

L ANALYSIS CHAMBER 
LA 5 NEARBY -- 


UNTIL WE GET A HOLD IT; HIT MAN/ THE Y 
PICTURE OF WHAT CAPSULES OPENING: 
THAT THING LOOKS 


IT'S ORGANIC ; ALIVE, AND TO FLOOD THE 
BREA THES OUR AR. X-RAYS CHAMBER WITH 
WON'T PENETRATE THE CAPSULE. CYANIDE 
PERHAPS A SONAR TECHNIQUE 


MARVEY NORTON'E CAREER IN 
SPACE 1/8 PAYING OFF: HE HAS 
NOT ONLY ACHIEVED À SENSE 
OF FREEDOM , BUT {$ NOW 

FACING THE MOST EXCITING 
OF REALITIES -++ 


NORTON” SHE'S 
SOMETHING ELSE! 


THE CAPSULE'S OCCUPANT 15 REMEMBER THAT, 
STRANGE 7O BE 


I-I SEE HIM/--I MEAN 
HER! IT'S A GIRL! 
SHE'S SITTING UP/ 


ÂT THAT MOMENT, THE FIRST SHOCK STRIKES THE 
SPACECRAFT AND SENES ` THE ASTRONAUTS 
HF oox orzi OFF e Keia 


EEN AS THE VESSEL 15 ROCKED 8Y THE THIRD 
HAMMER-ELOW ; NORTON SCRAMBLES TO 
REACH THE OBSERVATION- BLISTER , 


va ue 


STAND M 
THE WEAPONS 
SYSTEM , FELLAS / 
IT GET Â FIX 


opposITion: 


THE SECOND SHOCK SEEMS 70 SMAKE L008 
EVERY NUT, BOLT, AND RIVET IN Thi 


HARVEY'S FEARS ARE SOMEHOW Gpr ei PN 
8Y À FEELING OF SHARP ANTICIPATION, THE: 
EVENTS HAVE SUPPLIED THE ELEMENT SO 
SORELY LACKING IN MIS LIFEss. 


SHOW OF POWER, 
INSTEAD OF AN 
ATTEMPT TO 
PESTROY US! 


MO TECHNICAL MIRACLE IN COMICSVILLE CAN SURPASS THE 
OVERWHELMING SIGHT OF THE ALIEN SPACE GIANT. MORE us 
THAN A OA AAIE BATTLE CRAFT, ITS THE VERY PROMISE OF 


WHATEVER HAPPENS NOW CAN 
SONLY FULFIt MY DESTINY! 


WHATEVER HAPPENS 
NOW WiLL THRILL 
Att 


COME ALONG FOR THE 
WILDEST ODYSSEY YET! 


